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There was no way anyone could have known what Hurricane Katrina would do to 
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast in 2005—no way to know that flooding would 
ensue, that mass evacuations would be necessary, that some citizens would be kept 
away from their homes for weeks while the stranded pets they’d left behind waited 
for rescue.
Disasters do not call ahead. They do not schedule a date that works for you. 
They do not knock and wait for you to get dressed.
But there are ways to prepare.
Does your family have a disaster plan? Does it include your furry family mem-
bers? Do you have a “go bag” with supplies, in case you need to leave quickly?
A good evacuation kit will include a first aid kit, 3-5 days of nonperishable food 
and water, and medications—for everyone in the family. 
It will also include leashes and carriers for pets, their medical records and pho-
tographs, litter boxes or bags for waste. It should also include clear written instruc-
tions for any special foods and medications your pets need, in case you have to 
board them.
And remember: Take your animals with you when you evacuate.
You can’t know what’s coming, but you can stay ahead of the storm. For more 
information, go to ready.gov/america/getakit/ and humanesociety.org/petsanddisasters. 
YOU CAN’T PREDICT 
THE FUTURE—BUT 
YOU CAN BE READY 
FOR IT.
 
Who’s More Likely to Succeed?
These two canine buddies have the same playfulness, the same heart, the same affectionate nature, the 
same love of a good tennis ball. 
You know what they don’t share? The same chance of a home. 
At shelters and rescues around the country, black dogs and cats are frequently the last to be adopted.
Most of us can’t figure out why! Sometimes they don’t show up as well in their adoption pictures, but these 
animals are just as friendly and loving as the rest of their kin. 
There are so many great reasons to adopt a black animal:
  Black pets are slimming! Go for that jog with Fido and look like you’ve already lost five pounds.
  A little black cat never goes out of style. Whether you’re trying to coordinate with your best outfit or your 
home, Midnight is sure to match—and her fur on your tuxedo won’t even show up. 
  Black dogs have that aura of mystery—even when they’re licking your face.
Adopt two or more black cats, and you can celebrate your own miniature black panther party (ha ha).
 
Don’t keep these inky dogs and cats in the dark. They’re counting on you to see the beauty and lovability  
other people miss. Come in and say hi to one of our dark and charming animals—some good pats will be the  
highlight of their day!
Love Your Cat? Then TAG Your Cat!
Maybe Beyoncé said it best: If you like it, then you should have put a ring on it.
No, cats don’t have fingers. But we’re not talking about that kind of ring— 
we’re talking about a collar, with a tag on it with your name and contact information.
A ring says “I’m taken.” A tag says “I’m loved.”
For a lost cat, a collar and tag is the most valuable jewelry there is.
Want to know why? Take a look at our cat cages. Every year, we take in hundreds of stray and 
lost cats. Many of them are well-groomed and friendly. They obviously have someone out 
there who cares enough to give them food, water, and affection—everything a kitty needs. 
Everything—except a collar and a tag.
Every year, we also get hundreds of calls—from people who are so sad their cats are missing. 
They just opened the front door for a second—and the cat ran out. Or they let the cat roam, 
but one day he didn’t come back, and now they’re worried he may have been taken by a 
neighbor or turned in at a shelter. You know what happens when a cat comes into our shelter 
with a collar and tag? 
We do a happy dance! We break out the champagne! We raise the roof! 
And then we call you, so you can come get your lost cat.
You know what happens when a cat comes into our shelter without a collar and tag?
Not much. We add him to the rows and rows of cats who came in the exact same way. And 
we wait. And we hope you’ll show up. And every day, more cats come in.
Some people think cats can’t wear collars, but studies have shown that’s not true. A break-
away collar with a tag is light, easy, and safe for a cat to wear. 
So if you love your cat, make your cat stand out from the crowd  
with the most valuable jewelry there is: A collar and tag.
Help us get your cat home safely.
Every day is “spay day” for shelters and other 
animal welfare organizations working to re-
duce pet overpopulation. But at this time of 
year, you have a chance to participate in a 
special spay/neuter event—one that stretches 
around the world. 
Spay Day 2011, sponsored by The Humane 
Society of the United States (HSUS) and its 
global affiliate, Humane Society International, 
with support from the Humane Society 
Veterinary Medical Association, is set for Feb. 
22. Now in its 17th year, Spay Day promotes 
awareness of the importance of spay/neuter 
through events held in the United States and 
around the world. Organizations participate 
throughout the month of February by hold-
ing spay/neuter clinics, organizing fundrais-
ers, lobbying for political action, spreading 
the word through educational efforts, and 
more. Need an idea? Visit humanesociety.
org/spaydayparticipate.
Groups holding Spay Day events can also 
benefit from the popular online pet photo 
contest, which runs from Jan. 19 through 
March 4. People post photos of their pets 
online and designate an eligible animal wel-
fare agency to receive the money generated 
when viewers spend $1 apiece to vote for 
their favorites. Last year, the contest attracted 
more than 32,000 photos, raising more than 
half a million dollars for nearly 300 animal 
welfare organizations in the U.S. and abroad. 
To learn more, go to humanesociety.org/
photocontest. 
Spay Day serves to remind you that—as 
stressed-out and isolated as you may some-
times feel working in the animal welfare 
field—you’re truly not alone. You’ve got peers 
around the country and around the globe 
seeking to create a more humane world for 
animals, and developing creative solutions to 
many of the same problems you face. 
Part of our job at Animal Sheltering is to 
highlight such efforts, and we do so again 
in this issue. In our “101” Department, for 
example, you’ll find innovative ways to deal 
with the near-universal problem of shelter 
noise. We also highlight the work of The 
HSUS’s Shelter Services team, which per-
forms evaluations around the country to 
help shelters accentuate their strengths and 
eliminate their weaknesses. 
As always, we’d love to hear about 
what’s working well in your community, or 
what problems you haven’t yet mastered. To 
pose a question, offer a suggestion, or com-
ment about the magazine, drop us a line at 
asm@humanesociety.org.    
—Carrie, James, Jim, and Shevaun
Animal Sheltering magazine staff
Mouthpieces Fan
I love the Mouthpieces bits you have printed 
recently. I hope you will continue with them. 
I have all of them printed out and hanging 
around our shelter. They are great!
—Carrie Mooser
Animal Control Coordinator
New Albany/Floyd County Animal Shelter
New Albany, Ind. 
Collared, Tagged, and 
… Outdoors? 
We’re pleased that you are helping organiza-
tions like ours by preparing pieces that can be 
used locally (“Love Your Cat? Then Tag Your 
Cat!”—Mouthpieces, July-August 2010, p. 15). 
But why the outdoor, grassy setting? I’m 
guessing you mean to indicate that the kit-
ten is lost. But to us, the implication is that 
it is OK to let your cat out if it has a tag, par-
ticularly since most people look at the picture 






Thanks for the reminder about the ambiguity 
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